
HIDDEN FALLS / 

CROSBY FARM  
Regional Park  

Advisory Committee Meeting #1 

 

October 16, 2018 
 

St. Paul Parks & Recreation,  
Design & Construction Division 

Interpretive Panel at Two Rivers Overlook 



Agenda 
ÅWelcome & Introductions 

ÅCommittee role and expectations 

ÅProject overview 

ÅTimeline, context and location, goals 

ÅNatural Resources Inventory 

ÅCultural Resources (history, site significance) 

ÅEngagement to-date 

ÅOnline Survey (closes end of October) 

ÅGreat River Passage Review  

ÅPriorities identified to date 

ÅBreak-out groups 

ÅReview GRP, share your input,  

report back to committee 

ÅWrap up, next steps 
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Project Overview 

ÅTimeline 
ÅPublic input August to November 2018 

ÅSecond committee meeting November 2018 

ÅOpen House to verify feedback January 2018 

ÅFirst draft report late January 2019 

ÅRevisions February to April 2019 

ÅFinal report approved June 2019 

 

ÅApprovals by Metropolitan Council, Parks Commissioners 

ÅPipeline of funding available 



Project Overview: Regional Parks 

From the Metropolitan Council,  
ÅRegional parks are typically 200-500 acres in size and accommodate a 

variety of outdoor recreation activities. There are 42 regional parks in the 

metro area. Hidden Falls is 130 ac, while Crosby is 480 ac. 

ÅThe regional parks system draws more than 58 million visits every year ï 

more than the Mall of America.  It adds untold value to the livability and 

attractiveness of our communities. 530,000 people visit this park annually 

(year-round, data from 2017) 

Åand Park funds come from a variety of sources, including the State of 

Minnesota's Clean Water, Land & Legacy Amendment, and the Environment 

and Natural Resources Trust Fund. 

ÅService area is the whole metropolitan area, far beyond the City of St. Paul 

 

 



Project Overview: Regional Parks 
Regional Parks as of 2014 



Project Overview: Location 



Project Overview: Master Plan Goals 



Project Overview: Previous Master Plan 



Project Overview: Hidden Falls 



Project Overview: Hidden Falls 



Project Overview: Natural Resources 

Draft Natural Resources Inventory 

complete for Hidden Falls (by Great 

River Greening) 

 

Preliminary findings show that much of 

the park receives a C or D, no area 

received an ñAò in habitat quality 



Project Overview: Crosby Farm 



Project Overview: Crosby Farm 



Project Overview: Cultural Resources 

Completed in 2003 



Natural Resources & Volunteer Work 

ÅSeveral local groups volunteer in the park ï including MISS 

NPS, FMR, GRG 

ÅCity works with Conservation Corps of Minnesota ï completed 

24 acres forest enhancement work in 2017 (Crosby)  

ÅConservation Corps assisted with 27 acres of herbaceous 

species management in 2018, and 18.5 acres of hardwood 

trees were planted in 2016 and 2017 (Hidden Falls) 

Å100 trees planted at National Public Lands Day in 2017 

(Hidden Falls); 800 trees planted throughout 2017 

ÅGoats grazed 24 acres in 2017 


